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affects his own. He finds that he cannot at all times
do what he likes without inflicting some injury on
others. He is conscious of an instinct which suggests
that he ought to think of their needs and desires
rather than his own. He begins to distinguish good
and evil as something different from the pleasures
and pain which govern the actions of animal life.
Together with reason he develops a 'conscience', a
sense of freedom to choose what is good for others
rather than do what would please himself.
I cannot recall any definite moment in my own
childhood when I suddenly realised a sense of
duty as something which I ought to obey. Nor do
I think that there was one definite moment in the
childhood of man when the moral sense which made
him something more than an animal entered his
being. One can only say that as the growth of in-
telligence reaches a certain stage the creature be-
comes aware of some other standard of conduct than
his own desire to achieve pleasure or escape pain.
He begins to discern a distinction of good from evil,
of right from wrong. He becomes conscious of free-
dom to choose what is better or worse by some other
standard than that which distinguishes pleasure from
pain. If the ultimate reality behind the universe is
spirit, not matter—is something of the nature of our
own personalities raised to the infinite scale, a being
engaged on the work of creation—God, I can only
regard this knowledge of good and evil, this sense
of freedom to choose between them, as a revelation
of God to his creature, nay more as an incarnation
of God. I can best describe what has happened by
saying that God has made men in his own likeness.
Men join in the work of creation so far as they see
and also choose, so far as they conceive and also
achieve, what is good in itself. One who had mas-
tered his own desires and did what was right regard-
less of mental and physical anguish, would thus be

